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‘THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

An Act to provide for the terms, «'-cOndi'tion's and the procedure for the
registration of political parties and for incidental or connected mat-
ters - ' | K B

‘[--n-. oooooooooooo aeneae ‘#sesesrsenitenanrsnes ]

ENACTED by the Parliament of the United Republic of Tanzania.

1. This Act may be cited as the Political Parties Act, 1992 and shall short til-

come into operation on 1st July, 1992. | ﬂem and
L + .com-
’ mence-
‘ ment
~ 2. This Act shall apply to ‘I'anzania Zanzibar as well as to Tanzania Applica-
Mainland. _ tion
3. In this Act unless the context otherwise requires— Interpre-

“Minister” means the Minister for the time being responsible for legal “""
affairs; '

“party” means a political party; :

“political party” means any organized group formed for the purpose of
forming a government or a local authority within the United Republic
through elections or for putting up or supporting candidates to'such
elections; ‘ N
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Appoint-
_ment of

' Registrar

Appoint-
‘ment of
Assistant .
Registrars
and other
officers

‘ Protec-
tion - of
officers

Duty = of
political

parties to -

Tegister

Registra-
tion

“registrar” means ,the Reglstrar of political partles appomted under sec-
‘tion 4 and includes deputy and an’ assistant registrar.

4,—(1) There shall be a Régistrar of Pohtlcal Parties in the office of
the Prime Ministeror in such other office as the President may determme

“who shall be appomted by the Presrdent

(2) There shall be a Deputy Reglstrar who shall be appomted by the
Prestdent

(3) The Registrar shall be respon51ble for the reglstratlon of political
parties in accordance with the provisions of this Act and to perform any
other function conferred by the Act.

(4) In the performance of his functions under thls Act the Reglstrar

g shall from tlme to trme conSult the Mlmster

5. The Minister may appomt ass1stant reglstrars and such other officers
and in such numbers as may from time to time be required to carry
out the purposes of this Act ’

|

6. No suit shall lie againgt the Reglstrar, assistant registrar 01 other.
officer appointed under this Act for anything done or omitted'to be
done in- good faith and without negligence m the performance of any

'functlon under this Act.

_ -—(1) Sub]ect to subsection, ((2) of this section, every political party
formed in any part of the United Republic, shall apply to the Registrar
in the prescribed manner to be registered as a political party,

- (2) Notw1thstandmg the provisions of. subsection (1) of this. section

~ Chama Cha Mapinduzi also known by the acronym CCM which was

immediately before this Act, the sole: polmcal party for the whole of
the United Republic shall, on the coming into effect of this Act, and
without further requirement, be deemed to have been fully reglstered

| -as a political party and shall be issued with a certlﬁcate of reglstratnon

.in accordance with this Act.

(3) No organization shall operate or functlon asa polltlcal party unless
1t has first been registered in accordance with the prov1s1ons of this Act.

8. —-(1) Every pohtncal party other thdn the political party reglstrable
pursuant to.subsection (2) of section 7, 'shall apply and be registered in
two stages, after fulﬁllmg all the conditions prescribed for each stage.

@ Ev-ery polltlcal party shall first. be provisionally registered and
issued with a certificate of provisional reglstratlon upon fulfilling the

‘ condmons prescrlbed in section 9.

(3) Every polltlcal party which has been provrsronally registered and
which in addition to the conditions prescribed in section 9, has fulfilled
the conditions prescribed in section: 10, shall, not later than one hundred

 and elghty days from the date of provis1onal registration, apply to the

Registrar, for full registration.



NAKALA MTANDAO (ONLINE DOCUMENT)

No.5 Political Parties . 1992 3
(4) The provrsronal reglstratlon of every party shall lapse and every

. provrslonal registration certificate shall cease to be of any effect at the

_ expiry of one hundred and eighty days from the date of such provisional

registration. . o

(5) The_Registrar shall reglster and issue a certrﬁcate of provisional
registration or as the case may be, .& certificate of full registration to
every party which fulfils all the condrtlons for such regrstratron

9.—(1) No political party shall quahfy for provisional regnstratlon Condi-

_unless— ' tions for
(a) the founding members have apphed for reglstratlon of the party sw‘;}’;; rer
in the prescribed manner; I ' ‘gistration

(b) the-application | has been accomparued w1th a copy of the con-
" stitution of the proposed party;

(c) its membership is voluntary and open to all the citizens of the
‘United"Republic without discrimination on account of gender,
religious belief, race, tribe ethnic origin, professionor occupatron

(2) Without prejudice to subsetion (1) of this section no political party
shall quallfy for provisional registration if by its constitution or policy—
‘ (a) it aims to advocate or further the interests of——— :
(1) any religious belief or group;
(u) any tnba] ethmc or rac1a1 group, QF

-'-n'

_ ‘(b) it advocates the breakmg up. of the umon constrtutrng the Umted
Republic;

(0 it accepts or ‘advocates the use of force or v1olence as a means
_of attaining its political objectives;

(d) it advocates or aims to carry-on its pohtlcal act1v1t1es exclusrvely
. in one part of- the Umted Republlc, or .

’ (e) it does not allow penodic and democratre*electlon of 1ts leader-

ship.
10.—(1) No polrtxcal party shall be quahﬁed to be fully regxstered Condi-
unless—— - L E:)l?s f(ir
VI ) regist-
" (a) 1t has ﬁrst been provrsronally registered; mlong

(b) it has obtamed not less than two hundred members who are
quahﬁed to be'registered as voters for the purposes of parliameri-
~ ‘tary eléctions from each of at-least ten Regions of the United
Republrc out of which at least two Regions are in Tanzania

' Zanzibar bemg one Regxon each from Zanzrbarand Pemba;and

(c)« it has submitted the names of the national leadershrp of the.party.
ahd such leadership draws its members from both Tanzania Zan-
‘zibar and-Tanzania Mainland;

-(d) it has submitted to the Registrar the locatton of its head office
‘within the United: Repubhc and.a postal address to which notrces

" and other commumcatlonn* maywbe sent.
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The right 11-(1) Every part which had been provisionally registered shall be
and entitled-
privileges (a) to hold address public meetings in any area in the United
of regis- Republic after obtaining permit from the District Commissioner
tered for the area concerned for the purpose of publicising their part
party and soliciting for membership ;
(b) to the protection and assistance of the security agencies of the
purposes of facilitating peaceful and orderly meetings:
Provided that provisional registration shall not entitle any part
To put up candidate or to campaign for any candidate in any
parliamentary of presidential election or in a local authority election.
(2) Every part which has been fully registered shall be entitled to put up
Candidates and to campaign for any candidates in any parliamentary or
presidential election in a local authority election.
Prohibit 12:- (1) No party formed of existing in any part the United Republic
of the prior to the Union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar or prior to 5" February
revival of 1977, shall be revived or the name or acronym of such party be used
parties by any political part to be registered under this Act.
and estab-
lishement
of
branch (2) Subject to subsection (3) noperson shall establish, form or allow
etc, to be established or formed any branch , unit youth or women organization

or other organ or any political party in any working place, school or other place

of leaning

(3) For the purpose of this section places of residence for employees

Provided by the employer shall not be regarded as places of work.

(4) Any person who contravenes the provision of subsection (2) of this section is
guilty of nay offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
forty thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve
months or to both such fine and imprisonment and the court shall order the
closure of disbanding of the branch, unit youth organization or other organ or the
party relating to the offence.

Funds and 13.-(1) The funds and other resources of political parties which have been fully
other re- registered shall derive from-

sources of (a) membership fees;

apart (b) voluntary contributions;

(c) the proceeds of any investment, project or undertaking in which the party has
an party has interest;

(d) Subventions from the government;

(e) donations, bequests and grants from any other source.
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@) Every. party shall disclosg to-the Registrar any funds or other

- resources obtained by the party— , ” ‘ A

_(a) from sources outside the United Republic, whether obtained di-

" rectly or through sources within the United Republic; T

- (b) from foreign organizations stationed within the United Republic;

.or - | | .

~ (c) from any person resident in the United Republic who is not a

citizen of the United Republic. o '

(3) Any official of any party or other person liable to disclose to the

- Registrar on behalf of any party the funds or other resources of the
party who fails to disclose or gives false information in relation to such

 fundsor resources obtained by a party from souroes outside the United
Republic, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction
to a fine equal to the amount or the value of the resources not disclosed
-or in relation to which false information was given or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding twelve months or to both such fine and imprison-
ment. .

14.—(1) Everypolitical party which has been fully registéred shall—  Submis-

- (a) maintain proper accounts of the funds and property of the party; 2?;1,,'?: e
(b) submit to the registrar— and decla-

s ] - . . - ti f

(i) an annual statement of the accouhts of the party audited ;ﬁégl'nf
by an auditor registered-as an authorized auditor under the -
Auditors and Accounts (Registration) Act, 1972 and the: Acts 1972

- auditors report: on those accounts; ) _ | No. 33 -
/i) an annual”declaration of all the property owned by the party.

* (2) The Registrar after inspecting any accounts or report submitted
- pursuant to this section may, for the benefit of the members or the -
. public, publish any matter relating to the funds, resources or property
- of any party or the use of such funds, resources or. propertty.

“+(3) The Registrar shall publish in the official Gazette, an annual report
~on the audited accounts of every party. - oo

- 15.—(1) Subject to subsection (2) the Registrar may cancel the regist- Power of,
- ration of any political party which has contfavened any of the provisions Registrar |
_of this Act. or which has otherwise ceased to qualify for rc:gistrati,'cm,:l‘:e g:;‘i‘.::_
under this Act. o - _ 4 o ' ration -
-+ (2) The Registrar shall not cancel the registration of any party unless— -
‘(a) he has in writing informed the party concerned of the cogtraven: .
~ tion.or the loss of qualification.and of the intention to cancel the -
o registration; T S o
- (b) he has received or failed to receive, within the period prescribed
by him, any representations from the party concerned; =
(c) ‘he has submitted to the Minister the'intention to cancel the regist- '_
ration of the party together with any representations made by
“the party and the Minister has agreed to such cancellation. - -
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Decision 16 —(1) The decision of the Registrar on the reglstratlon or the can-
of the Re--  cellation of the registration of any party shall be ﬁnal and shall not be
gatrar 10 the subject of appeal in any court.
() Nothmg in subsection (1) shall be construed to preclude ]udlcxal"
review of the decision of the Reglstrar
Parties to 17.—(1) Every political party whnch has obtained a certificate of full
appoint  registration shall appoint a board of trustees to manage the properties
frustees  and any business or investment of the party.
Cap. 375 (2) Every board of trustees shall be duly incorporated under the Trus-
~ tees Incorporation Ordinance and every party shall not later than sixty -
days from the date of full registration submit to the Registrar—
(a) the names and addresses of the members of the board of trustees;
and
(b) a copy of the certificate of mcorporatlon
‘t}:g's‘la' 18.—(1) The Minister may make regulations for the purpose of car-

rying out or giving effect to any provision of this Act.

(2) In particuiar and without prejudice to the generality of the power
conferred by subsection (1) the Minister may make regulations— -

(a) prescribing the manner of registration of political parties under
this Act;

(b) regulatmg or restricting the use or the changes of names of polit-
ical parties;

(c) prescrrbmg the forms which may be used for carrymg out the
_provisions of this Act;

(d) tor securing the submission to the Registrar of accounts relating
to the assets and liabilities, mcome and expenditure of political
parties;

(e) prescribing the fees in respect of anything to be done under this

’ Act;

(f) securing the submission to the Registrar of annual or other period-
ical returns relating to the constitution, objects and membership
of political parties; _

(g) prescribing the rate and the manner in which subventions may
. be granted to political parties;

(h) prescribing anything which is required, or it is necessary or desir-
 able that it be prescribed for the better giving effect to this Act.



NAKALA MTANDAO (ONLINE DOCUMENT)

No.5 _ Poliial Parties 1992 7

19 ‘The Societies Ordinance is hereby amended in subsection (2) in Amend-
 the definition “society” by deleting paragraph “(h)” and substltutmg for '&‘“" o
it the following. new paragraph—  Societiés

nance .
Cap. 337

“(h) a political party registrable under the Political Parties Act, Agttslm
1992.” X}

Passed in the National Assembly on 8th Mav, 1992.

Clerk of the National Assembly

Printed by the Government Printer, Dar s Salaam , Tanzania





